
 

 
 
NOVEMBER 2ND - 1ST WEDNESDAY- LAFA MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING @ LA PERLA  @ 7:00 PM - 13742 SW 152ND STREET, 
MIAMI  
 
NOVEMBER 9TH - 2ND WEDNESDAY - FAA SAFETY SEMINAR - @ 
7:00 PM TO 9:00 PM AT F.S.D.O. 19, 8600 NW 36TH STREET, 3RD 
FLOOR, MIAMI.  DOOR PRIZES. 
 
NOVEMBER 12TH & 13TH - 2ND SATURDAY AND SUNDAY.  
HURRICANE WILMA FORCED US TO POSPONE OUR OCTOBER 
FLY-OUT TO EVERGLADES CITY, SO LET’S DO IT THIS WEEKEND.  
HOORAH! 
 
NOVEMBER 26TH - 4TH SATURDAY - OUR NORMAL MONTHLY 
FLY-OUT SATURDAY - HOW ABOUT A BITE TO EAT AT 
COOPERTOWN ON THE TRAIL?  OR GRANDMA’S GARDEN ON 
KROME? 
 

 
 

 
OVER THE HORIZON 

 
DECEMBER 11th - LAFA’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY. 
 
FOR INFORMATION, CALL CAP’N BOB AT (786) 473-9461 (CELL) 
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I hope everyone is finally recovering from 

Hurricane Wilma.  Some of us faired better than others 
but she defiantly impacted all of our lives.  Damage to, 
or in some cases, destruction of our homes and 
property, the inconvenience of no water, electricity and 
phone service, not to mention the gas lines, was 
stressful for everyone.  

You all know by now that our Air Fair and the 
Fly-out to Everglades City were rescheduled because 
of Wilma.  The Everglades City Fly-out was 
rescheduled to November 12th and 13th.  As of this 
writing, the exact date of the Air Fair hasn’t been 
determined.  It looks like it will be the Weekend of 
January 21st but it hasn’t been confirmed.  The exact 
date will be posted in the December newsletter. 

As you noticed, this newsletter arrived late also 
do to Wilma.  Hurricane preparation took priority before 
the storm, then lack of electricity also delayed the 
writing and printing.  

Our annual Holiday Party will be held on 
Sunday, December 11th.  The location will be the All 
Ranks Club at Homestead Air Reserve Base.  The 
meal will cost about $15.00 per person.    

It doesn’t look like our Annual Candy Drop will 
be taking place this year.  The usual location, Dodge 
City Amusement Park has become almost completely 
surrounded by homes and it was determined that there 
were no safe routes for our aircraft to reach the park.  

LAFA will have another display at next year’s 
Redland Natural Art Festival on January 7th and 8th, 
2006 at the Fruit and Spice Park.  If you have an 
aircraft that you would like to display, please call me at 
(954-721-2373).  Even if you don’t have an aircraft to 
display, you’re still welcome to help at our booth.    

 
FOR SALE 

 
ULTRALIGHT “ JAVELIN” , FROM CAPELLA”  

Single seat, all metal, stits covering, 5 gallon alum. tank, 
EGT, CHT, airspeed, altimeter, Tach. hour meter,  

No Engine, needs a Rotax 447 
25 hours total time. 

 
$5000.00 or best offer. 

CALL ADOLFO - (305) 226-7254 
 

************************************************ 
 

1985 Benson-style Gyro Copter 
500cc, water-cooled Kawasaki, free axis rotor with 1hp 
motor for rotation, engine overhauled 4 years ago but 
never run.  Modified with Joystick control, fair condition. 

$5,000.00  
or trade for 1930’s or 1940’s Street Rod 

 

CALL DICK - (305) 310-3101 
 

****************************************************************
* 

SABRE TRIKE 
340 Kawasaki with pod, French Synairgie “16” SS Wing, 
2 blade adjustable prop,instruments like new, less than 
20 hours, stored indoors.  Includes 4X20 Lt Wt Flat bed 
trailer. 

$7,500.00 
 

CALL MIKE - (305) 596-1626 
 

****************************************************************
* 
 

Batteries For Sale 
Engine turns over slow.  Tired of hand starting because 
of a weak battery.  Battery dead after every weekend of 

flying.  Then maybe it’s time for a new battery. Fresh 
supply of 12VDC 18AH Sealed Lead Acid batteries at 
the low price of only $45 each.  Charged and ready to 
go.  These are the same style batteries that others sell 

for $69.95.   
 

CALL BARRY HAWKES @ (305)235-8687 



 
LAFA CLUB INSTRUCTORS WITH TRAINERS 
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* TYPE  NAME ** CLASS  TRAINER PHONE # 

AFI Tony Anderson ACL/ACS Drifter / Quicksilver / Kolb Mk III (305) 361-3909 

AFI Dick Bronnenberg WSL Trike (954) 328-7468 

AFI John Bubel ACL Flitestar (305) 322-2207 

BFI Andy Corsetti ACL Drifter (954) 435-3736 

BFI Sandy Bronnenberg WSL Trike (954) 971-3836 

BFI Alex Kinghorn ACL  (305) 408-1003 

BFI Ricardo Martinez WSL/ACL Trike / TBA (305) 255-6462 

BFI Ron Russell ACL Challenger II (305) 823-2997 

BFI Jose Torrado ACL Challenger II (305) 556-8702 

BFI Adler Constant ACL  (305) 383-0976 

LAFA AIR FAIR - 2004 
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“Never fly faster than your guardian angel”   
 
     
  Barbara Musgrove 



 

5 LAFALA LAFLAFA NEWSING MINUTES 
 

 
PLEASE SEND YOUR MEMBERSHIP  
APPLICATIONS OR RENEWALS ($35) 

TO: 
 

LAFA 
P.O. BOX # 924266 

 
LAFA MEETING MINUTES 

 
 
 
DATE: 10/05/05 
 
OFFICER PRESIDING: Ron Andersen 
 
CALLED TO ORDER: 1935 hrs. 
 
SILENT ROLL CALL: 5 total 
  
MEMBER INTRODUCTIONS:  None present 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Discussed, approved. 
 
SAFETY OFFICER REPORT: Don’t panic when an emergency occurs.  Stay focused and follow procedures.  
If you practice emergency procedures, you have a greater chance to stay calm. 
 
OTHER REPORTS: None 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: None 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS: None 
 
OLD BUSINESS: Air Fair –Ron to update flyer and send it to Adler.  Due to the upcoming Air Fair, the 
November Breakfast / Safety Seminar will be cancelled. 
 
Fly-out to Everglades City – possibly six aircraft to participate in the flight. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: None 
 

Ron Andersen David Musgrove 

Bob Musgrove Roal Lee 

Barry Hawkes  
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Transition from Rated Pilot to Sport Pilot...Been There Done That.  
By Rob Mixon  

 
Miles was retired from being Executive Vice President in charge of world wide logistics for a large corporation.  
He was no stranger to aviation and thought that he would never be able to fly again because of his inability to pass 
his pilot medical exam. He wanted to feel a part of the airplane once again, like he use to, and enjoy the feel of 
freedom that flying had brought to him in the past.  
You see, with many of the older pilots the introduction of LSA and the Sport Pilot classification will mean that they 
need to become current in the very type of airplane that they once soloed. Airplanes like the 7AC Champ, J 3 Cub, 
Taylor Craft and Luscombe to name a few.  
So what is it that we, as flight instructors, can teach a pilot that has "been there, done that"? A pilot who has logged 
more tailwheel experience than the 200 hours required for a Commercial Pilot Certificate? A pilot who possibly flew 
back in a time when the spin was a required maneuver?  
Miles would climb in my Citabria, turn to look at me in the back seat, and tell me, "Don©t worry, I am not going to hurt 
you." If a landing wasn©t perfect he would say, "Didn©t hurt you did I?" letting me know that he was making good on 
his promise. Although tongue-in-cheek, I respected his point of view because I realized he had the experience and 
know -ledge to back it up.  
So what is our job with the older Sport Pilot candidate?  It may be to refresh their thinking about what the airplane is 
telling them it needs, instead of having them tell the airplane what they remember it needed from twenty years ago. It 
may be to put them into landing approaches that are too high, or too low, so that they may sharpen their evaluation 
and pilot skills. It may be to give them lots of emergency landing practice to rebuild their confidence and re-teach 
planning and proactive instead of reactive behavior.  
Assuming that there really are "Old pilots and bold pilots, but no old bold pilots " as the saying goes, these older 
pilots are still around so their flying must not have been all that bad. As flight instructors we need to take some of the 
fear of failure away from them so that they can be as good as they once were. We need to help them relax.  
The definition of stress is "Anything that requires an adaptive response on the part of the organism." This means you 
don©t want to completely eliminate stress but manage it. Many tasks are best performed with moderate levels of 
stress. There is a mind body connection. If we believe we are incompetent we will be incompetent. If we believe that 
there is no failure, only learning, we will learn and not fail.  
You might want to start out with "S" Turns along a road. Explain that this is probably the best maneuver to use for 
getting the feel of a new airplane or one not flown by the student in awhile. Remember to use encouragement when 
the turns feel coordinated. Also remember that it takes twenty "At-a-boys" to erase one disparaging comment. 
(Criticism is often reflected in tone of voice and body language!) Try gentle power on and off stalls followed by what 
your student did about the stall that you liked..."Good Clearing Turns!...  
With the landings and take offs it is important to emphasize the positive and continue to promote relaxation. 
Visualization is an excellent technique to use. With any student, just as a professional ball player visualizing the 
perfect hoop, hit, or catch, your student may visualize the perfect runway visualization of watching the entire runway 
on Final Approach--a VASI without the lights! Have your student visualize that he/she is an observer standing on the 
side of the runway watching someone else land his/her plane and plugging in that perfect approach and landing as 
your    student flies the plane.  
If they are trying too hard for that perfect landing, that they remember from twenty years ago, and not holding the 
plane off long enough, find their fear. Sharks! Spiders! Snakes! and have them visualize encountering their fear 
when the wheels touch the ground!  
On takeoff if they continue to over control, take them away to a "Safe Space" where they can©t be stressed out about 
making those mistakes over and over again. Still have them watch a point at the end of the runway for directional  
control, but instead of concentrating about what they are doing wrong, and what they should be doing right, have 
them visualize being at the beach, with white sand, lounge chair and beautiful blue water. (Have faith they might 
have been doing take off and landings before you were born!) Although they have flown this before, many times, 
they may now be simply trying too hard not to fail. The visualization of the beach scene may let the skills that they 
once had resurface through relaxation.  
So when the older Sport Pilot candidate let©s you know that he has the ability to once again be PIC, when the before 
takeoff check list is complete, and you, the flight instructor, are asked by a student like Miles, "Passenger ready?" 
the correct reply is "Passenger ready."  
By the way, Miles is number eight on the production list for the new Taylor Craft "Taildragger."   
 
Rob Mixon is an Adjunct Professor at Miami-Dade College where he has taught in the Aviation Department and now 
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THE INSTRUCTOR’S CORNER 
 

This month - “ Minimum Controllable Airspeed 
By Cap’n Bob Musgrove, USUA Basic Flight Instructor 

 
This article serves to explain why MCA is an important part of flight training.  Do not attempt to perform 
MCA or any other standard flight training maneuver without proper preparatory training to ensure safety 
and success. 
 
A part of becoming a Registered Ultraligh Pilot is to demonstrate Minimum Controllable Airspeed (MCA) 
in straight and level flight and in shallow turns as part of the Flight Test.  MCA for ultralights (U/L’s) is        
approximately five knots (okay, six MPH) above the stall speed. 
 
To accomplish this task requires 1) a good understanding of aerodynamics, 2) a feel for the aircraft’s 
speed trends and  3) timely flight control inputs to maintain this controllability - all while close to stall 
speed. 
 
Why MCA? I feel it  is to prepare for: maximum performance takeoffs with maximum climb rates over    
obstacles, minimum sink rate decent, slower approaches to landings, short field landings, awareness of 
approaching stall speed for safer normal flight maneuvers and the ability to fly with my slower buddies! 
 
All this depends on knowing my U/L’s actual stall speed at low cruise power and simply flying about five 
knots faster than that.  It’s really not that difficult.  Yes, it does take practice, but practice makes perfect 
and the rewards are so gratifying. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now if I want to expand the envelope, I’ll go to the next step beyond.  I’ll slow her down some more.  
From an MCA of stall plus five knots I’ll reduce a tweak more power, while maintaining altitude, until I feel 
some burbling from the wing.  A pusher propeller’s sound might “wow-wow” a bit while the flight controls 
get sloppier.  I’m now at my limit.  Now I know what real slow flight is for this U/L.   One, two, maybe three 
knots above stall?  It doesn’t matter.  What matters is what it “feels” like.   This is my point.  Without even 
looking at the airspeed indicator, I know that this U/L is near a stall condition.  Whether I’m turning on final 
landing approach or hedgehopping out in the boonies or circling overhead while straining to identify a lost 
child, my ultralight is burbling - no - SHOUTING to me to decrease the wing’s angle of attack and add 
power. 

This is feeling my ultralight.  This is “flying by the seat of my pants”.  � � � �� �� � 	 �


